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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Thirty-first Report — “The efficiency and timeliness of the current appointment process for Commissioners and 
Parliamentary Inspectors of the CCC” — Tabling 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [4.17 pm]: I present for tabling the thirty-first report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, “The efficiency and timeliness of the current appointment 
process for Commissioners and Parliamentary Inspectors of the CCC.” 

[See paper 4864.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: The Joint Standing Committee commenced this inquiry primarily in response to its 
concerns regarding the timeliness of the five appointment processes in which it has participated during the 
thirty-ninth Parliament. For example, during interviews for a recent appointment, the committee was told by both 
people that they had had no contact with any agency since they had submitted their expressions of interest for the 
position more than nine months previously. The committee has an important role at the end of the appointment 
process for appointments to the positions of Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime Commission, 
Acting Commissioner, the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission and 
Acting parliamentary inspector. Its role is provided for in sections 9, 14, 189 and 193 of the Corruption, 
Crime and Misconduct Act 2003. For such appointments, the CCM Act requires the Premier to recommend to 
the Governor the appointment of a person who has a majority and bipartisan support from the committee. 

The Joint Standing Committee sought submissions to this inquiry from the Premier, Hon Colin Barnett MLA; 
current and previous incumbents as commissioners, acting commissioners, parliamentary inspectors and acting 
parliamentary inspectors; anti-corruption agencies in all other Australian jurisdictions; inspectors of 
anti-corruption agencies in all other Australian jurisdictions; and the parliamentary committees that oversee the 
anti-corruption agencies in all other Australian jurisdictions. The Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, Hon Michael Murray, QC, and the Corruption and Crime Commissioner, 
Hon John McKechnie, QC, both of whom have had recent experience with the appointment process, provided 
important submissions to this inquiry. Both do not support the current process that requires a nominating 
committee. 

The committee found that Western Australia is the only Australian jurisdiction that utilises a nominating 
committee tasked with supplying to the executive a list of suitable candidates who should fill the key roles in or 
overseeing its anti-corruption agency. The committee has made two similar recommendations to those made in 
earlier reports. Specifically, it has recommended — 

i. The Attorney General prepare an amendment to the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct Act 2003 
to allow for the appointment of a Deputy or Assistant Commissioner to assist the Commissioner 
in the day to day work of the Corruption and Crime Commission; and 

ii. The Attorney General prepare an amendment to sections 9(3a)(a) and 9(3b) of the Corruption, 
Crime and Misconduct Act 2003 to: 

1. remove the role of a nominating committee in the appointment process for 
Commissioners and Parliamentary Inspectors; and 

2. in lieu thereof, mandate that the Premier propose one name from a list of three people 
to the Committee for its bipartisan and majority support. 

The Committee concluded this report with two new recommendations that state — 

i. The Premier, with the assistance of the Director General of the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet, undertake a review of the internal Departmental processes for managing the 
appointments of Commissioners and Parliamentary Inspectors, with the aim of ensuring that 
they are more timely and efficient; and 

ii. The review by the Premier include whether the function of recommending and managing the 
appointment of Commissioners and Parliamentary Inspectors should be transferred to the 
Attorney General. 

I would like to thank the Chief Justice, Hon Wayne Martin, AC, QC, for his detailed submission and 
supplementary submission that he provided at an early stage of the inquiry. The committee received a legal 
opinion from Mr Ken Pettit, SC, primarily on constitutional matters and their impact on the membership of the 
nominating committee within the current appointment process. I also wish to acknowledge the assistance 
provided by agencies in other jurisdictions, eight of which in five jurisdictions provided submissions to the 
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committee’s inquiry. The committee also held six briefings with commissioners or inspectors in these 
jurisdictions. 

This inquiry was conducted during a very busy time for the committee, and I would like to thank my fellow 
committee members for their input on this report: the committee’s chairman and member for South Metropolitan 
Region, Hon Nick Goiran, MLC; the member for Forrestfield, Mr Nathan Morton, MLA; and member for 
South West Region, Hon Adele Farina, MLC. Committee members were ably supported by the committee’s 
secretariat, Dr David Worth and Ms Jovita Hogan. 
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